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January 14, 2024 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you. 

~ 1 Corinthians 6:19a 

Mass Times 
Monday through Friday:  
8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 
12:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 p.m. 



Please Pray for our Holy Father’s Intention for January 
 

Pope’s Intention: For the gift of diversity in the Church. We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us 
to recognize the gift of different charisms within the Christian community and to discover the rich-
ness of different traditions and rituals in the Catholic Church. 

January 14, 2024 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year B 

1 Sm 3:3b-10,19; Ps 40:2,4,7-10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a,17-20; Jn 1:35-42 
Through baptism we have been joined to the Lord (2) who calls us to be his disciples (3). How well do we listen to his voice (1)? 
How willing are we to do his will (Ps)? 

Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners born this week. 

New Mass Schedule 
We will return to our pre-COVID-19 Mass schedule beginning 
Sunday, February 4, 2024. Sunday Masses will be as follows: 

5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday and 
7:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m., 12:00, and 5:15 p.m. Masses on Sunday. 

We will also have a monthly Tagalog Mass at 2:00 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of the month 

and a monthly Charismatic & Healing Mass at 2:00 p.m. 
on the third Sunday of the month. 

Weekday Masses will be at 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., and 5:15 p.m. 
Confession will be available Monday through Thursday from 

9:00 to 11:30 a.m. and  2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the rectory. 
Appointments are preferred. 

Second Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

     The two disciples who were with John in today’s Gospel did 
not yet know Jesus. John knew they sought the Messiah, and he 
understood his mission to point the way to the Lord. In the first 
reading, Eli realized that the Lord was calling Samuel and told 
him how to respond when called. Saint Paul witnessed to the 
Good News of Jesus to the people in Corinth, and continued to 
show them how to live as Christian people. John, Eli, and Paul 
grasped that, as people of faith, we are called to show others the 
way to the Lord. Who helps you be attentive to God’s presence 
and to respond in faith? To whom are you called to witness, to 
show the way to the Lord? 

Behold, The Lamb of God 
     John’s introduction was a simple declaration: “Behold, the 
Lamb of God.” The two disciples immediately responded. Jesus 
sensed their willing hearts and invited them to follow him. Do 
you sometimes wish that recognizing the Lord would be so 
straightforward in your own life? Would it not be wonderful if a 
friend could point to Christ with certainty? While we do not 
always have such a clear sense of God’s presence with and 
within us, we do have a regular opportunity to encounter Christ, 
in the celebration of the Mass. Like the disciples, we too hear, 
“Behold the Lamb of God.” After the consecration, just before 
we receive Holy Communion, the priest raises the host and 
says, “Behold, the Lamb of God. Behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of 
the Lamb.” It is like having a friend point the way to the Lord 
for us. Here is Christ, ready for us to receive his Body and his 
Blood, to enter into deep communion with him, and to live our 
lives as his disciples. Nourished in word and sacrament, we are 
called to point the way to the Lord as witnesses to Christ’s love. 

Here I Am. Speak, For Your 
Servant is Listening 

     The Lord does not only call people like Samuel and the two 
disciples. God calls each of us. We must be attentive to God’s 
presence in prayer, sacred scripture, the sacraments, interactions 
with others, the beauty of creation. We are to grow in willing-
ness to respond, to live as God’s people in the daily circum-
stances of our lives. Eli’s guidance to Samuel is for us as well: 
with an open heart and mind, we do well to say to God, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” Like the two disciples in today’s 
Gospel, we must be ready to set aside whatever might stand in 
the way of our relationship with Christ and our Christian living. 
It was more than Simon’s name that changed. The disciples 
discovered in Jesus a new way of life, and they shared the good 
news of this life with all. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors 
     You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and 
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one. 
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime 
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a min-
imum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and finan-
cial information are safe with us. And we recommend that you 
use your credit card for an easier and faster transaction. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 
For more information, 

email us at information@stpatricksf.org  
or call us at 415-421-3730 

We have 89 Lifetime Donors as of 26 Sep 2023 

Walk for Life West Coast 2024 
     Join fellow Catholics and Pro‐Lifers from all over California 
and beyond as we stand up for the littlest among us at the 19th 
Annual Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco on January 
20, 2024. There will be Mass at 9:30 am celebrated by Arch-
bishop Salvatore Cordileone at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The rally 
begins at 12:30 pm in San Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza, and 
the Walk, down the city’s Market Street, begins at 1:30 pm. For 
more information visit www.walkforlifewc.com or call 415‐658
‐1793.  

Readings for the Week 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33,37,40-51; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9;19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4,11-12,19,23-27; Mk 3:20-21 
SUNDAY: THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jon 3:1-5,10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

Saints & Special Observances 
Wednesday: Memorial ~ St. Anthony, Abbot 
Saturday: optional memorial ~ St. Fabian, Pope, Martyr 
Saturday: optional memorial ~ St. Sebastian, Martyr 
SUNDAY: THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Living Stewardship Now 
     Jesus sees you, accepts you, and welcomes you for who you 
are. Show your gratitude in 
WORSHIP of God, who loves and saves you; 
SERVICE to others in the parish and the community; 
GIFTS to the church and to good causes of your choice. 

Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Gentleness 
     Feelings are everywhere—be gentle. 

~ J. Masai 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
We will have our regular weekday schedule of 
Masses (8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.) here at St. Patrick 
on Monday, January 15th, Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr’s Birthday, observed.  The office will be closed 
all day.  Please pray for an end to racial discrimina-
tion. 



Living God’s Word 
The Church is the new Israel, called to attract all people to the 
Lord. We must be “the place where the child” (Matthew 2:9) is 
found today. God’s glory shines through the Church and, de-
spite our many flaws, we are called to become the “place” 
where everyone can find the Lord and “[do] him hom-
age” (2:11). 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — Speak, for your servant is listening 
(1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19). 
Psalm — Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will 
(Psalm 40). 
Second Reading — Do you not know that your body is a tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit within you?  
(1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20). 
Gospel — Andrew found his brother Simon and brought him to 
Jesus (John 1:35-42). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses  
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Week of Prayer For Christian Unity 
     The 2024 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) will 
take place beginning January 18th under the banner of the 
theme:  "You shall love the Lord your God… and your neigh-
bor as yourself.".  The theme for the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity in 2024 was selected by the Pontifical Dicastery for 
Promoting Christian Unity, the World Council of Churches, 
and the Christian Churches in Burkina Faso, coordinated by the 
community of Chemin Neuf, a French Catholic and ecumenical 
community of vowed and lay people and its local community in 
Burkina Faso. 
     The theme, taken from the first chapter of the Gospel of 
Luke, reflects the connection between love of God and love of 
neighbor with a particular concern for challenging the bounda-
ries of who is considered "neighbor". In this pericope, Jesus is 
questioned as to the path to eternal life. His answer is not to 
only observe the commandments, but to also imitate the love of 
God in the giving of self for another. It is a call for charity, 
mercy, justice, and unity. 
     The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has a history of 
over 100 years, in which Christians around the world have tak-
en part in an octave of prayer for visible Christian unity.  By 
annually observing the WPCU, Christians move toward the 
fulfillment of Jesus' prayer at the Last Supper "that they all may 
be one."  (cf. John 17:21) 
     This oneness was ruptured at various times during the histo-
ry of the Church, most notably in 1054 when Catholics and 
Eastern Orthodox Christians severed the bonds of unity and 
then again in 1517 when protests over perceived ecclesiastical 
abuses led to the fragmentation of western Christen-
dom.  Thankfully, most of the acrimony of the past is behind 
us, and Christians are more and more yearning for doctrinal 
unity and pastoral charity among all believers. 

Prayers For Christian Unity 
Gracious Father, 

we pray to you for your holy catholic Church. 
Fill it with your truth. 
Keep it in your peace. 

Where it is corrupt, reform it. 
Where it is in error, correct it. 

Where it is right, defend it. 
Where it is in want, provide for it. 

Where it is divided, reunite it; 
for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

R./ Amen. 
~ William Laud 

——————————— 
Almighty and eternal God, 

you gather the scattered sheep 
and watch over those you have gathered. 

Look kindly on all who follow Jesus, your Son. 
You have marked them with the seal of one baptism, 

now make them one in the fullness of faith 
and unite them in the bond of love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R./ Amen. 



Feast of Faith 
The Greeting 

     At several points during the liturgy, the presider greets us 
with the words, “The Lord be with you.” These simple words 
are not like the greetings that we exchange all day long—our 
“good mornings,” our “hellos” and “how are yous.” This litur-
gical greeting has roots deep in the Old Testament. In the book 
of Ruth, the words “the Lord be with you” are spoken by Boaz 
to the harvesters who are laboring in his fields (2:4); in the 
book of Judges, an angel speaks similar words to Gideon 
(6:12), where they are words of promise: for soon Gideon will 
lead his oppressed people to victory and freedom. For us, the 
words become a greeting of peace, a prayer that the Lord will 
indeed be with us, and a reminder of his promise to be with us 
always, to the end of the world (Matthew 28:20). Our re-
sponse—“And also with you,” soon to be “And with your spir-
it”—returns to the presider this prayer for the Lord’s presence. 
As we know from the scriptures, a prayer for the Lord’s pres-
ence is no small thing, for when God comes in our midst, God 
brings healing, grace, and challenge. God’s presence trans-
forms us. 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Lamb of God 
     “Behold the Lamb of God!” We hear this phrase every Sun-
day at Mass, but there’s a good chance that many Roman Catho-
lics do not know who in the Bible originally spoke it. The phrase 
appears only in the Gospel of John, on the lips of John the Bap-
tist, who utters it twice. In today’s Gospel reading, John pro-
claims Jesus as the Lamb of God, and two of John’s own disci-
ples then follow Christ. A little bit later Andrew, who heard John 
and then followed Jesus, brings his brother Simon to be re-named 
Cephas, or Peter. A careful look at these Bible verses shows us 
the mission of everyone baptized into the Body of Christ: we 
must always proclaim our faith in Christ, so that others will fol-
low him. We may not know how the will of God might work 
through those we bring to Christ; that is not the point. The point 
is that our ongoing mission as a church is to bring others to 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     “Ordinary Time” began for us this week. On the old calendar, 
the feast of the Presentation, still more than two weeks away, was 
the last day of the Christmas season. Sadly, Bethlehem is hardly a 
place of peace on earth these days. The ancient Christian commu-
nity has been largely uprooted by political strife. The Church of the 
Nativity stands (barely) in remarkable disrepair and disorder in 
Manger Square. The roof is crumbling, the major doorways are 
blocked, the wiring is faulty, and the worship life is disrupted by 
quarrels among Eastern Christians. 
     The church was founded by the Emperor Constantine in 325, 
destroyed in a Samaritan revolt in 539, and rebuilt by the Emper-
or Justinian. When the area came under Muslim control in 638, 
the holiness of the church was respected, and in return Christians 
allowed Muslims to pray in the south aisle, a right still upheld. 
Earlier in that century, invading Persians were ordered to destroy 
all churches, but when they saw the magi carved over the door-
way of the Church of the Nativity, they spared it out of respect 
for their ancestors who bore gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the 
same city. The Crusaders restored and redecorated the church by 
the twelfth century, and it is their plan that survives. Down a few 
stone steps is a stone grotto with a silver star marking the place of 
Christ’s birth: when the star was stolen in 1847 it triggered an 
international crisis that exploded into the Crimean War.  
     Since 1852, the church has been shared by the Roman Catho-
lic, Greek Orthodox, and Armenian Churches. The Greeks are in 
charge of the grotto, but don’t enjoy the best of friendships with 
the Armenians. Catholics have the care of the Chapel of the Man-
ger, and avoid the squabbles by a separate entrance to the Fran-
ciscan monastery church of St. Catherine. Pray for peace in Beth-
lehem!                                       ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Chains of Grace 
     The chains of grace are so powerful, and yet so sweet, that 
though they attract our heart, they do not shackle our freedoms. 

~ St. Francis de Sales 

Living God’s Word 
     Our prayer can be full of words, giving voice to our plans, 
our needs, our desires. We can bring a lot of “help, help, help” 
or “gimme, gimme, gimme” to prayer. Try just listening. 

Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Speak, Lord, We Are Listening 
     In today’s first reading God keeps calling out in the night to 
a sleeping boy. Neither the boy, Samuel, nor his teacher, Eli, 
understands who is calling. But God’s persistence convinces 
them. Samuel is then ready—not ready yet to do anything, but 
ready to listen. “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 
3:10). 
     In the Gospel Jesus is out teaching. Various people notice 
him and begin to gather around. They soon become disciples 
and, like the young Samuel, are ready—not ready yet to do any-
thing, but ready to listen. “Speak,” they say, “we are listening.” 
     God’s voice is always with us, awake or asleep. It swirls 
around us like fog on a waterfront, enveloping us, gently urging 
us to wake up, to listen. Awareness of the voice comes first; 
then willingness to listen; then, in time, the decision to act, to 
live according to God’s word. Let’s ask today for the ability to 
keep our ears open so we don’t miss God’s voice. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Accepting God’s Call 
     To accept God’s call means more than accepting a personal 
or private commission. It means accepting a communal life, a 
life of solidarity with others. We can always test whether we are 
really responding to that call by asking ourselves, “When God 
calls me, does God find a people, that is, a person committed to 
solidarity?” The person who is one in Christ is not marked by 
parochial concerns and demands for self-fulfillment. It does not 
follow that taking care of oneself first leads to caring for others. 
We are called to something greater than ourselves, and in obey-
ing that call we are summoned beyond ourselves, to be servants 
like Jesus Christ. 

Copyright World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 





Joy 
     The fullness of joy is to behold God in everything.    

~ St. Julian  

God’s Call 
     One of the fondest shared memories of childhood has to be 
the call to come home for supper. At the time, we may not have 
wanted to set aside our games, but now we recall the sweet long 
evening and the memory of being called to the original place of 
nurturing and community. However it came to us, we heeded: 
the six o’clock whistle blew or the Angelus bell rang or we 
heard the familiar voices of our parents calling down the alley, 
“Suppertime!” The call to each child is the call to all the chil-
dren, each in his or her own family. No single one could pull up 
a chair to the table until all of the family was there. God’s call 
is like that. Each and every one is called to a place of nurturing 
and community. God’s call is directed to each of us and each of 
us must respond. Each of us is called, but none of us is called 
alone. 

Comment 
     God summoned the leaders of Israel in startling ways. Mo-
ses’ mission, for example, was delivered from a burning bush; 
Isaiah’s vocation was disclosed in a fiery vision in the temple. 
In today’s first reading, we hear of a quiet invitation, one more 
within our experience. In the first two chapters of the first book 
of Samuel, which precede this reading, we learn that Samuel’s 
mother, Hannah, had stormed heaven for a child. God answered 
her prayers and in due time she bore a son, Samuel. What Han-
nah could not have known was that Samuel’s birth, so special to 
Hannah, was also a gift to Israel. 
     Samuel, now a boy, is growing up in the precincts of the 
temple in Shiloh, where the ark of the covenant is enshrined. 
One night he hears a voice calling. Three times he arises to see 
if his mentor, Eli, has called, and three times he is sent back to 
bed. Just before today’s passage, it is noted that Samuel is new 
to this business of conversing with God, for at that time 
“revelation of the Lord was uncommon and vision infre-
quent” (1 Samuel 3:1). But, finally, Samuel understands that he 
is being called by God. He obeys and becomes, as it turns out, 
the first prophet during the time of the monarchy. Samuel’s 
willing and attentive spirit sets the tone for today’s meditation 
on those who heed God’s call. 
     The Gospel follows and flows from the story of baptism of 
Jesus, which the Church heard proclaimed last Sunday. Though 
John does not record the baptism of Jesus, he refers to it here. 
Jesus is called the Lamb of God. The term “lamb” is the kind of 
wordplay that we often find in John’s writing. The Aramaic 
word talya can mean both “lamb” and “servant.” John the Bap-
tizer pointed out Jesus, and described him as the servant of 
God. This was all the disciples needed as they ran to catch up to 
Jesus, who was passing by. They moved so quickly, almost 
impulsively, that when they caught up with Jesus and he asked 
them what they were searching for, they seemed to fumble their 
lines. They asked him, somewhat lamely, where he was staying. 
It was as if Jesus knew they were searching for a place or a way 
or a dwelling that Jesus had found or knew about. To the disci-
ples’ question, Jesus replied, “Come and see.” Jesus’ words 
implied, “Come and dwell where I do; come and know what or 
who I know.” And they did. The disciples heard the call and 
followed. 
     Jesus’ call was too good to keep bottled up. Andrew rushed 
off to tell his brother Simon, and confessed that he found the 
Messiah. Simon, too, came running, and his response to the call 
brought him a new name, “Peter,” the rock. Peter would be-
come the foundation of God’s new people, the Church. 
     In the second reading Paul speaks of the glory found in all 
who respond to God’s call. As followers of Christ, we are like 
Christ in body and spirit. We who were called one by one are 
now part of a greater whole. We are no longer our own; we 
have thrown our lot in with others. We are all one in Christ. 

Reflection 
     To accept God’s call means more than accepting a personal 
or private commission. It means accepting a communal life, a 
life of solidarity with others. We can always test whether we are 
really responding to that call by asking ourselves, “When God 
calls me, does God find a people, that is, a person committed to 
solidarity?” The person who is one in Christ is not marked by 
parochial concerns and demands for self-fulfillment. It does not 
follow that taking care of oneself first leads to caring for others. 
We are called to something greater than ourselves, and in obey-
ing that call we are summoned beyond ourselves, to be servants 
like Jesus Christ. 

Copyright © 2002, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

The Lamb of God 
     “Behold the Lamb of God!” We hear this phrase every Sun-
day at Mass, but there’s a good chance that many Roman Catho-
lics do not know who in the Bible originally spoke it. The phrase 
appears only in the Gospel of John, on the lips of John the Bap-
tist, who utters it twice. In today’s Gospel reading, John pro-
claims Jesus as the Lamb of God, and two of John’s own disci-
ples then follow Christ. A little bit later Andrew, who heard John 
and then followed Jesus, brings his brother Simon to be re-named 
Cephas, or Peter. A careful look at these Bible verses shows us 
the mission of everyone baptized into the Body of Christ: we 
must always proclaim our faith in Christ, so that others will fol-
low him. We may not know how the will of God might work 
through those we bring to Christ; that is not the point. The point 
is that our ongoing mission as a church is to bring others to 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     “Ordinary Time” began for us this week. On the old calendar, 
the feast of the Presentation, still more than two weeks away, was 
the last day of the Christmas season. Sadly, Bethlehem is hardly a 
place of peace on earth these days. The ancient Christian commu-
nity has been largely uprooted by political strife. The Church of the 
Nativity stands (barely) in remarkable disrepair and disorder in 
Manger Square. The roof is crumbling, the major doorways are 
blocked, the wiring is faulty, and the worship life is disrupted by 
quarrels among Eastern Christians. 
     The church was founded by the Emperor Constantine in 325, 
destroyed in a Samaritan revolt in 539, and rebuilt by the Emper-
or Justinian. When the area came under Muslim control in 638, 
the holiness of the church was respected, and in return Christians 
allowed Muslims to pray in the south aisle, a right still upheld. 
Earlier in that century, invading Persians were ordered to destroy 
all churches, but when they saw the magi carved over the door-
way of the Church of the Nativity, they spared it out of respect 
for their ancestors who bore gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the 
same city. The Crusaders restored and redecorated the church by 
the twelfth century, and it is their plan that survives. Down a few 
stone steps is a stone grotto with a silver star marking the place of 
Christ’s birth: when the star was stolen in 1847 it triggered an 
international crisis that exploded into the Crimean War.  
     Since 1852, the church has been shared by the Roman Catho-
lic, Greek Orthodox, and Armenian Churches. The Greeks are in 
charge of the grotto, but don’t enjoy the best of friendships with 
the Armenians. Catholics have the care of the Chapel of the Man-
ger, and avoid the squabbles by a separate entrance to the Fran-
ciscan monastery church of St. Catherine. Pray for peace in Beth-
lehem!                                       ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Living Stewardship Now 
     What are you doing to bring Christ to others beyond your 
family and parish? Are you young or an active retiree? Consider 
becoming a volunteer missionary yourself! Contact Catholic 
Volunteer Network (catholicvolunteernetwork.org) for opportu-
nities to serve here or overseas. Alternatively, support Catholic 
Home Missions, which helps to bring the gospel to the poorest 
and most remote areas of our country. 

Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     Once more we stand with John the Baptist and learn from 
what he does. Watching Jesus walk by, he says to two of his 
disciples, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” And “the two disciples 
heard what he said and followed Jesus” (John 1:36–37). One 
was Andrew, who, in turn, goes to his brother Simon and brings 
him to Jesus. And Jesus gives him a new name, Cephas, which 
means “rock.”  
     A new life begins for Andrew and Simon, and most likely 
for the other disciple as well, possibly either James or John 
(both were fishermen with Peter and Andrew). It was clear to 
Jesus that they were searching for something: “What are you 
looking for?” They answered, “Teacher, where are you stay-
ing?” implying that it was going to take more than a few 
minutes to answer that question. Jesus took them in immediate-
ly: “Come, and you will see . . . And they stayed with him that 
day” (John 1:38–39). 
As we return to Ordinary Time, which comes from the Latin 
ordo (“numbered”), we count the weeks off by numbers: Sec-
ond Sunday, Third Sunday, and so on. But “ordinary time” is 
lived in a world touched by God’s grace. God continues to 
come into our lives, if we would notice.  
     Like John pointing out Jesus to his two disciples, the old 
priest Eli helps Samuel to understand that the Lord is entering 
the boy’s life and tells him to respond, “Speak, Lඈඋൽ, for your 
servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:9). We bring each other to 
God, to Jesus Christ, by being attentive to how God is at work 
among us. God continues to work through each of us, and that 
is what makes “ordinary time” continuously extraordinary. 

~ James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.  
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     In today’s first reading God keeps calling out in the night to 
a sleeping boy. Neither the boy, Samuel, nor his teacher, Eli, 
understands who is calling. But God’s persistence convinces 
them. Samuel is then ready; not ready yet to do anything, but 
ready to listen. “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 
3:10). 
     In the Gospel Jesus is out teaching. Various people notice 
him and begin to gather around. They soon become disciples 
and, like the young Samuel, are ready; not ready yet to do any-
thing, but ready to listen. “Speak,” they say, “we are listening.” 
     God’s voice is always with us—awake or asleep. It swirls 
around us like fog on a waterfront, enveloping us, gently urging 
us to wake up, to listen. Awareness of the voice comes first; 
then willingness to listen; then, in time, the decision to act, to 
live according to God’s word. Let’s ask today for the ability to 
keep our ears open so we don’t miss God’s voice. 
 
 

Wake-Up Calls 
     Just as Samuel finally woke up and started paying attention 
to God, the first disciples awakened, one by one, and joined up 
with Jesus. These were turning points in their lives. 
     So what? Who cared? It was a big moment in each of their 
lives, sure. But you can bet not many people paid attention at 
the time. Sometimes we have “breakthrough” moments in our 
lives. Something clicks. “Yes, I will marry this person,” or 
“Yes, it’s time. I’m changing jobs.” A major turning point! And 
might not that “click” be an answer to God’s call? 
     Yet, despite that momentous decision I’ve just made . . . the 
world doesn’t really care. The world lurches along—floods and 
fires, famines and “ethnic cleansings.” Governments rise and 
fall; peace accords are signed and broken. Things carry on—
despite my decision. 
 
 

First the Breakthrough - 
Then the Living 

     Even more importantly . . . history moves ahead regardless 
of whether I follow through with my decision. If I get scared, 
pull back, stay with the status quo—the world doesn’t stop and 
come back to get me. 
     Jesus had a breakthrough on the banks of the Jordan, in the 
shadow of the Baptist. The Father spoke to Jesus; the Spirit 
filled him and he made a decision. But . . . Jesus could have 
backed off, could have changed his mind. The pages of histo-
ry’s book would have continued to flip over in time’s wind. In 
a different way, to be sure. But who could have said so at the 
time? 
     So it was, too, with those first disciples; and so it is with us. 
Our “baptisms,” our beginnings, our training points—the deci-
sive moments of our lives—are of vast importance to us, and to 
the God who urges us into them. But no one—not even our 
loved ones—can follow through for us. We do or we don’t. It’s 
up to us. The Spirit fills us; God is ready. But we step forward, 
finally, on our own. That’s the mystery. That’s the adventure. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Hello, God 
     Just before our first reading it says that “the word of the 
Lඈඋൽ was rare; there were not many visions. (1Sam 3:1) I im-
agine most people today would think that was true. Haven’t you 
ever wished you lived in biblical times, to see some of the mira-
cles you read about? Wouldn’t it be cool to hear the Lඈඋൽ 
speaking in a vision? Do you think God has stopped talking? 
People apparently felt that way in Samuel’s time. Let’s look at 
the reading to see what Samuel’s experience can teach us. 
     At first Samuel thinks it is Eli calling him. It is not unusual 
for people to miss a sign from God. If you have a talent that you 
are proud of, perhaps it is a sign that God wants you to use that 
talent to help others. Or if a friend tells you she is concerned 
about your health, it could be God’s way of telling you to get 
help. Try to see God speaking in whatever happens to you and 
you may hear a lot more than you think.     Samuel also gets 
help from Eli. Eli began to recognize that the Lඈඋൽ was speak-
ing to Samuel. Sometimes we need help discerning what the 
Lord is telling us. A good spiritual director can lead you to un-
derstand what God is saying to you. Your pastor may be able to 
do that, or at least able to refer you to someone. 
     Warning: A spiritual director will probably ask how often 
you pray. In our reading Samuel finally speaks directly to God, 
instead of going back to Eli. Then God tells him what God’s 
plan was. So if you wonder what God plans for your life, try 
spending more time in prayer with him. Don’t be like the man 
who complains he never know what his wife wants from him. 
When asked what she tells him, he says, “I don’t know; we nev-
er talk.” I bet we have all had times where we didn’t know if we 
are doing God’s will because we didn’t take time to pray. But 
don’t do all the talking. Give God some quiet time to hear his 
response. For God hasn’t stopped talking; we just stopped lis-
tening. 

~ Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Watching for the Messiah 
     Today’s Gospel story of John and his disciples seeing and 
following Jesus sounds so simple and casual, it’s easy to miss 
the significant acts of faith that are made. 
     John points to Jesus: “Look,” he says, “there is the Lamb of 
God.” John’s faith in Jesus is evident, so evident that John’s 
disciples immediately leave his side to follow this Jesus. 
     The two disciples make their own act of faith. They follow 
Jesus, spend time with him, and are quick to spread the good 
news of their discovery: “We have found the Messiah.” 
     It is easy to forget that the expectations of generations, the 
hopes of many ages of faithful people were being fulfilled in 
these simple acts of faith. The Lamb of God, the Messiah, fore-
told by the prophets, had finally come. Nearly everyone among 
the Jewish people was watching for the Messiah back then; who 
in our own society watches for signs of the presence of the 
Messiah today? 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Old customs fade slowly, and in 1560 the Council of Trent 
tried for significant change in pastoral care of the sick. People 
resisted, thinking that the last breath was the right time for the 
sacrament. Although physical improvement was often noted 
after anointing, it was seen as a kind of bonus, rather than an 
expected outcome of a prayer for good health, strength, pa-
tience, and even healing. More than four hundred years later, 
many people still do not ask for anointing until it is literally too 
late for the person to have reasonable hope of healing, or at 
least be aware enough to participate in the ritual. By then, it 
may even be too late for viaticum, the true “last rite.” 
     We have a treasure in our tradition that we seem reluctant to 
use. We visit the sick, we anoint those who are in the first crisis 
of illness, we give Communion to those who are dying, and we 
keep vigil and pray for those close to death. When anointing is 
celebrated early enough, optimally when the sick person is still 
at Sunday Mass, it can be a source of courage, faith, and hope 
for a difficult road ahead. When we anoint our sick, we remind 
them that they belong to Christ and a community of faith. We 
bring them into the presence of Christ to reconcile, heal, and 
give strength and hope. We resist forces that isolate and alien-
ate the sick; the symbol of touch is a powerful act of ac-
ceptance. Why wait until the crisis of illness is dire before we 
apply such a rich remedy to body and soul? 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

God’s Word Today 
     “Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.” This refrain from 
today’s responsorial psalm is a fitting mantra for all believers as 
Ordinary Time opens before us. The first reading recounts the 
story of Samuel, who is told by Eli to respond to the Lord’s call 
with the words “Speak, Lඈඋൽ, for your servant is listening.” 
The Gospel passage today recounts the call of the first disciples, 
who declare that they have found the Messiah. This wonderful 
set of scripture readings reminds us to stand ready to listen to 
the call of the Lord Jesus. As these words are proclaimed today, 
let us make the words of the psalmist our own and declare that 
we are open once again to the invitation to become more dedi-
cated disciples of the Lord. 

From Saint Margaret Sunday Missal, copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 14, 2024 

Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you. 
~ 1 Corinthians 6:19a 

You Will See 
     Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, baptized people with water 
but told his followers that someone was coming who would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. Today’s Gospel reading does not 
record any conversation between John and Jesus, but emphasiz-
es that as John watches Jesus go by, he announces that this man 
is indeed the promised one, the Lamb of God. Andrew and an-
other man set out to follow Jesus, who turns and asks what they 
are looking for. Their answer is a strange one: they want to 
know where he lives. Jesus simply replies, “Come, and you will 
see.” We are told they stay with him for the whole day. The 
next day, Andrew finds his brother, Simon, and tells him he has 
met the Messiah—the Anointed One—and takes Simon to meet 
Jesus. Like John, Jesus looks hard at Simon, taking the measure 
of the man, and in the light of what he perceives in him changes 
his name to Cephas—or as we more commonly know it, Peter 
(“the rock”). The two encounters seem very ordinary, yet they 
are life-changing. Jesus is not proclaiming a message, preaching 
to a crowd, or performing great miracles. Instead, he is simply 
walking past John, and when Andrew and his friend introduce 
themselves, offers them hospitality and companionship. When 
Jesus meets Peter, he does not ask probing questions about his 
family and his background or make solemn pronouncements. 
He just looks at the man, makes an assessment of his character, 
and accepts him as a friend. The simplicity of Jesus’ manner 
demonstrates his willingness to receive people “as they are” but 
also to call forth their potential. He does not offer lengthy ex-
planations of who he is, but takes people to his home and lets 
them see for themselves. 

Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Every year, close to the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 
on January 25, and before the feast of the Chair of St. Peter on 
February 22, the cause of Church unity is commended to Chris-
tians everywhere. Sadly, Protestants, Orthodox, and Catholics 
have settled to a status quo of separation. When baptized people 
become Catholic, we speak of them as being received into “full 
communion.” That means we already share a communion in 
faith in many ways, including the Word of God. Many 
Protestant denominations have received and revised the three-
year cycle of readings first arranged by Catholics in the early 
1970s. Therefore, many of your neighbors who are not Catholic 
are celebrating and reflecting on the same readings we are sa-
voring on most Sundays of the year. This makes for a new spirit 
of cooperation among preachers of the gospel, and gives hope 
that the cause of reunion, desired by Christ, has great vitality at 
the table of God’s Word, and will one day lead to unity at the 
table of the Lord’s Body and Blood.  

James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Worries 
     The greatest of worries can’t pay 
the smallest of debts. 

~ Anonymous 

Scripture links 
Samuel stories: 1 Sam. chs. 1-3, 7-10, 12-13, 15-16, 19, 25, 28 
Other great calls: Gen. 12:1-9; Exod. 3:4-14; Isa. 6:1-13; Jer. 1:4-10; Jon. 1:1-3; Luke 1:26-38; 
  Acts 9:1-9 

Catechism links 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph numbers) 

Vocation: CCC 1-3; 541-546; 823-828; 836; 1546-47 
Discipleship: CCC 531-533; 551-553; 783-786; 1691-1696 

The Inner Word: What’s in your Heart? 

T here are all kinds of calls going on in the readings today—and all kinds of people 
who respond in different ways.  Sometimes people are being called clearly, some-

times not so clearly.  In one case God is doing the calling; in another, someone is calling 
on God’s behalf. And in between the callers and receivers are people like you—
intermediaries—who either act as a clear conduit or as a telephone operator helping cus-
tomers with a call.  
 

 How am I like Samuel?  Am I unsure of something in my life right now but unclear 
on  which way God is telling me to go?  Besides God’s voice, what other “voices” are 
competing for my attention as I make decisions—voices that represent the expecta-
tions of parish, family, friends?  Voices from my past?  The voices of guilt, fear, or 
selfishness? 

 How am I like the two intermediaries in today’s readings?  How am I like Eli, who 
uses time, patience, and experience to help another figure out God’s call?  In what 
ways am I like the John the Baptist, using teaching, proclamation, and intensity to 
persuade others to follow Christ? 

Applying the Word: We have found the Christ 

D o we hear the voice of God speaking in our lives as clearly as Samuel did?  If we 
don’t, then maybe we need to sleep closer to the ark, so to speak.  Maybe we need to 

put ourselves in a more advantageous position for hearing God’s voice.  Do we make time 
for stillness in our lives: rest, retreat, reflection, and meditation?  Do we sit before the 
Blessed Sacrament in tranquil moments and silence the restless flow of anxieties and pre-
occupations?  Do we sit before the mystery of our own lives—our relationships, our work, 
our story—and allow God to speak to us by name through what is most meaningful and 
personal to us?  If we don’t come and see, we can’t say we haven’t been asked. ~ Alice 
Camille 



Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 2024 

     We pray, O gracious Trinity: Father, Son and Ho-
ly Spirit, that we all may be one as you are one. In 
your community of complete unity, we have our be-
ginning and our end. To you we pray, asking for the 
gift of visible unity among all who believe in your 
Christ. 
     As we commemorate this Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, we are reminded by your Word that 
all human beings are our neighbors and that we are 
to love them like ourselves and in the same way we 
love you. Help us to overcome the barriers and divi-
sions we have nurtured against your will. 
     Grant to us, O Lord, a new Spirit of love and soli-
darity, that we may proclaim your good news to all 
of creation. We ask this through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirt are one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Day 1 (Jan 18): 
What must I do to inherit eternal life? 

A lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Lk 10:25)  
Scripture 

Romans 14:8-9 
Psalm 103:13-18 

Meditation 
     “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” This cru-
cial question asked of Jesus by a lawyer challenges 
every believer in God. It affects the meaning of our 
life on earth and for eternity. Elsewhere in the Bible, 
Jesus gives us the ultimate definition of eternal life: 
“... that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (Jn 17:3). Know-
ing God means discovering and doing his will in our 
lives. Every person wants a life of fullness and truth, 
and God desires this for us too (cf. Jn 10:10). Saint 
Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is a human being 
fully alive.” 
     The existential realities of life, with divisions, 
selfishness and suffering, often distance us from the 
quest for God. 
     Thus, our quest for eternal life brings us closer to 
Jesus, and in so doing brings us nearer to each other, 
strengthening our closeness on the path toward 
Christian unity. Let us be open to friendship and col- 
laboration with Christians of all churches, praying 
for the day when we can all stand together at the Ta-
ble of the Lord. 
Prayer 
     God of life, You have created us to have life, and 
life in all its fullness. May we recognize in our broth-
ers and sisters their desire for eternal life. As we fol-
low Jesus’ way with determination, may we lead  

others to you. 
     We pray in his name. Amen. 

Day 2 (Jan 19): 
He answered… 

He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Lk 10:27)  
Scripture 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
Psalm 133  

Meditation 
     The answer the lawyer gives to Jesus may seem 
simple, drawn from the well-known commandments 
of God. However, to love God in this way and our 
neighbors as ourselves can often be difficult. 
     God’s commandment to love him requires deep 
commitment and means abandoning ourselves entire-
ly, offering our hearts and minds to serve God’s will. 
We can ask for the grace to follow Christ’s example, 
he who offered himself up completely and said, “Not 
my will but yours be done.” (Lk 22:42). He also man-
ifested his great love to all, including his enemies. 
We do not get to choose our neighbors. Loving them 
means being attentive to their needs, accepting their 
imperfections and encouraging their hopes and aspi-
rations. The same attitude is needed on the path of 
Christian unity, with regard to one another’s different 
traditions.  
Prayer 
     Lord, give us the grace to know you more deeply, 
in order to love you with all of our being. Grant us a 
pure heart, to love our neighbors as ourselves. May 
the gift of your Holy Spirit enable us to see your 
presence in our sisters and brothers, that we may love 
each other with the same unconditional love with 
which you love us. 
     Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Day 3 (Jan 20): 
“Who is my neighbor?”  

“Who is my neighbor?” (Lk 10: 29)  
Scripture 

Romans 13:8-10 
Psalm 119:57-63  

Meditation 
     The teacher of the law wanted to justify himself, 
hoping that the neighbor he is called to love is one of 
his own faith and people. This is a natural human in-
stinct. When we invite people to our homes, they are 
quite often people who share our social status, our 
outlook on life and our values. There is a human in-
stinct to prefer places of familiarity. This is also true 
of our ecclesial communities. But Jesus takes the 
lawyer, and his wider audience, deeper into their own  



Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 

Day 3 (continued): 
tradition by reminding them of the obligation to wel-
come and to love all, regardless of religion, culture 
or social status. 
     The Gospel teaches that loving those who are like 
ourselves is not extraordinary. Jesus steers us to-
wards a radical vision of what it means to be human. 
The parable illustrates in a very visible way what 
Christ expects from us – to open wide our hearts and 
walk in his way, loving others as he loves us. In fact, 
Jesus answers the lawyer with another question: it is 
not “who is my neighbor,” but, “who proved to be a 
neighbor to the man in need?” 
     This is the challenge of the parable today: to 
whom am I a neighbor?  
Prayer 
     God of love, Who writes love in our hearts, instill 
in us the courage to look beyond ourselves and see 
the neighbor in those different from ourselves, that 
we may truly follow Jesus Christ, our brother and 
our friend, who is Lord, for ever and ever. 
     Amen.  



https://catholic.bible/lectio-divina-in-english/ 
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St. Anne                      
Feast Day    

July 26 

  

Mass Intentions for Jan 14 - 20 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
14 

8:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

SI Valente Banez 
SI Joy, Jen & Jackie Bandelaria 
† Jordan Chavez 

 
 

Monday 
15 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

† Gregorio Platero 
† Jordan Chavez 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
16 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Wednesday 
17 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

SI Mercedita Cadiz 
† Jordan Chavez 

 
 

Thursday 
18 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

SI MC Canlas 
† Jordan Chavez 

 
 

Friday 
19 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

SI Helen & Elizabeth Santos 
† Jordan Chavez 

 
 

Saturday 
20 

12:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Jordan Chavez 
SI John & Judith Casper 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday, Thursday, and Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 

Time Date 

SI Maria Bravo 
† Jordan Chavez 

An expanded color version 
of our printed bulletin 

is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

San  Lorenzo 
Ruiz          

1st Filipino 
Saint      

(Sep 28) 

Maureen Oakes  
Fe Macatangay  
Cathy Bohol  
Alma Raymundo  

Shiela Montemayor  
Maribelle Olegario  
Gino Percival Ventura  
Torno Family 
Alejandra Ayala 

 

UÄtv~ 
atétÜxÇx 

 
Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Pray the rosary 

St. Patrick Church 
Gift Shop 

Krista Mari, Ezra Mari,                            
& Juliana Mari 

 

Most Sacred Heart          
of Jesus,                   

Have Mercy on Us. 

San Pedro 
Calunsod 

2nd Filipino 
Saint    

(April 2) 

 Oakes  
Family 

Raya/Gamboa 
Families 

Marilen
Ojeda 

Laeti bibamus sobriam           
profusionem Spiritus. 

St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

First Friday          
of the month at 

11:00 a.m. 

To Jesus Through Mary  

Legion of Mary  


